Representative Thad Altman
150 5th Avenue

Suite A

Indialantic, FL 32903-3154

Mr. Jim Estes

Deputy Division Director

Division of Marine Fisheries Management
2590 Executive Center Circle E, Suite 201
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Mr. William R. Orndorf
1950 Palomino Road
Melbourne, FL 32934

October 16, 2020

Dear ASMFC Florida Representatives,

Today the undersigned ask Florida State’s delegation to the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission to demonstrate conservation leadership when voting to establish
the 2021-2022 coast-wide Total Allowable Catch limits for Atlantic Menhaden at the
upcoming Atlantic Menhaden Management Board meeting on October 20th.

Atlantic menhaden serve as forage for tarpon, redfish, king mackerel, cobia and many
other species that drive the recreational fishing economy in the state of Florida, as well
as whales, dolphins, birds that contribute to ecotourism activities.

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s visionary action in August 2020 to
adopt Ecological Reference Points for Atlantic menhaden management was an
important acknowledgement of the key role menhaden play in the ecosystem. Now, at
its October meeting, the Commission must effectively implement this new system by
setting a coast-wide catch limit that is likely to succeed in meeting the new ecological
target.

Specifically, we request that the Florida delegation to the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission advocate and vote for a 2021-2022 Total
Allowable Catch limit (TAC) that the Commission’s own scientific advisors
predict will have no more than a 50% probability of exceeding the newly
adopted Ecological Reference Point Target Fishing Mortality.

According to the Atlantic Menhaden Technical Committee, the TAC that would lead to a
50% probability of exceeding the new ecosystem target fishing mortality rate for 2021-



2022 (combined) is 176,800 mt per year. While this TAC represents an approximate
18% reduction from the current 216,000 mt TAC, it is similar to the TACs implemented
for 2013-2014 (170,800 mt) and for 2015-2016 (187,880 mt). Setting the Total
Allowable Catch at this level or lower would have little to no negative impact
on commercial fishers who harvest and land Atlantic menhaden in Florida
and would better position forage fish availability to facilitate sustainable
populations of Florida’s ecologically and economically important predators

and gamefish.

There are many reasons that Florida’s State delegation to the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission should not consider Atlantic menhaden catch limits that have less
than a flip of a coin chance of maintaining fishing mortality rates at or below the newly
adopted Ecosystem Based Reference Point target, not the least of which is that doing so
would be inconsistent with the leadership that the State legislature and Governor
DeSantis have already taken on fisheries conservation.

We thank you for your ongoing managerial leadership and we look forward to
collaborating with you to advance ecosystem-based management approaches for other

key species managed by the ASMFC.

Sincerely,

Rob Kramer
President

Wild Oceans
Tallahassee, FL 32318

Jason Schratwieser

President

International Game Fish Association
Dania Beach, FL 33004

Brett Fitzgerald
Executive Director
Angler Action Foundation
Lake Worth, FL 33460

Preston T. Robertson

President and CEO

Florida Wildlife Federation, Inc.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Tom Twyford

President

West Palm Beach Fishing Club
201 Fifth Street

West Palm Beach, FL. 33401

Mike Conneen

Executive Director
Anglers for Conservation
Satellite Beach, FL 32950

Dominic Agostini

Owner

Dominic Agostini Photography
Melbourne, FL 32937

Colin Hutton

Owner

Jewelwing Photography
Jupiter, FL 33478



Capt. Jon Reynolds
Owner/President
Drop Back Charters
South Atlantic Fishing
Environmentalists
Islamorada, FL 33036

Derek June

Owner

DRJ Home Improvement
West Palm Beach, FL 33407

Nikole Heath

Social Media Director and Event
Coordinator

Force-E Scuba Centers

Riviera Beach, FL 33404

Hannah Medd, MSc.

President

American Shark Conservancy
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418

cc: Jessica McCawley, Director, FWC Division of Marine Fisheries Management



