July 16, 2020

Kirby Rootes-Murdy, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)
1050 North Highland Street, Suite 200 A-N

Arlington, Virginia 22201

Re: Implement ecological reference points for Atlantic menhaden

Dear Mr. Rootes-Murdy, Director Beal, Chairman Woodward, and members of the Menhaden
Management Board,

As more than 80 organizations, businesses, and individuals representing hundreds of thousands of
members, business patrons and communities in every Atlantic state, we support the implementation of
ecological reference points (ERPs) for Atlantic menhaden. This approach to management explicitly
accounts for the significant role Atlantic menhaden play as forage fish and provides guidance to ensure
that healthy levels are maintained in the water to feed predator species and support the coastal economy
that we depend on.

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission authority to protect Atlantic menhaden for the broader
ecosystem was strongly affirmed by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce late last year. The transition to
multispecies management using ERPs upholds this commitment and is crucial for the multitude of species
that depend on Atlantic menhaden including gamefish like striped bass, bluefish, king mackerel, and
tarpon; marine mammals such as whales, dolphins, and seals; as well as birds including osprey, bald
eagles, common loons, and brown pelicans. As key prey for these and other species, Atlantic menhaden
provide a critical backbone for our coastal communities, and the many businesses like ours and wildlife-
viewing opportunities that they support on and off the water.

The Atlantic Ocean economy depends on menhaden. In 2018, over 1 million jobs and over $56 billion in
economic activity were supported by outdoor activities including recreation, tourism, engagement with
wildlife and fishing along the U.S. East Coast.' The United States supports the largest whale watching
industry in the world, with over 80 businesses operating on the East Coast that host 1 million whale
watchers annually, generating over $145 million in associated economic activity." Menhaden are the
foundation of a way of life, and managing for their abundance is essential for the healthy marine
ecosystems and economies we depend on—made even more critical in light of the COVID-19 pandemic’s
impact on coastal communities.

ASMFC has a historic opportunity to become a national and global leader in how we approach the
management of forage fish like Atlantic menhaden, as well as for the ecosystems, economies and
communities that depend on their health and abundance. Implementing ERPs conservatively will help
safeguard the many businesses and individuals that depend on menhaden and its predators, and represents
the right step forward in the necessary transition to ecosystem-based fishery management. Thank you.

Sincerely,

i National Ocean Economics Program, Ocean Economy data for Establishments, Employment, Wages, and/or GDP for coastal states, accessed
July 2020, https://www.oceaneconomics.org/Market/ocean/oceanEcon.asp.

i 0’Connor, S., Campbell, R., Cortez, H., & Knowles, T., 2009, Whale Watching Worldwide: tourism numbers, expenditures and expanding
economic benefits, a special report from the International Fund for Animal Welfare, Yarmouth MA, USA, prepared by Economists at Large.
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COLORADO

Vicki Nichols Goldstein
Founder & Executive Director
Inland Ocean Coalition

CONNECTICUT

Patrick Comins
Executive Director
Connecticut Audubon Society

Craig A. Repasz
Conservation Chair
Connecticut Ornithology Association

Andrew Fisk
Executive Director
Connecticut River Conservancy

Katie Cubina
Senior Vice President for Mission Programs
Mystic Aquarium

Mary Rickel Pelletier
Director
Park Watershed

William Lucey
Long Island Soundkeeper
Save the Sound

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
John Hocevar

Oceans Campaign Director
Greenpeace USA

Joseph Gordon
Projector Director
The Pew Charitable Trusts

DELAWARE

Chris Bason
Executive Director
Delaware Center for the Inland Bays

FLORIDA

Hannah B. Medd

President

American Shark Conservancy

Kellie Ralston
Southeast Fisheries Policy Director
American Sportfishing Association

Brett Fitzgerald
Executive Director
Angler Action Foundation

Mike Conneen
Executive Director
Anglers for Conservation

Stephen Gyland
President
Cod & Capers Seafood

Dominic Agostini
Owner
Dominic Agostini Photography

Derek June
Owner
DRJ Home Improvement



Capt. Jon Reynolds
Owner
Drop Back Charters

Jay H. Exum
President
Exum Associates

Jason Schratwieser
President
Florida Forage Fish Coalition

John Durkee
FSFA Ambassador
Florida Sport Fishing Association

Preston T. Robertson
President and CEO
Florida Wildlife Federation

Capt. Mike Conner
Riverkeeper
Indian Riverkeeper

Jason Schratwieser
Conservation Director
International Game Fish Foundation

Colin Hutton
Owner
Jewelwing Photography

Stan Mihalecz
President
Jupiter Drift Divers

Lureen Ferretti
Owner
Lureen Ferretti Underwater Photography

Leesa Souto, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Marine Resources Council of East Florida

Capt. Dave Lear
Captain
Silver King Communications

Capt. Jon Reynolds
President
South Atlantic Fishing Environmentalists

Lureen Ferretti

President

South Florida Underwater Photography
Society

Adam Birdwell
Owner
Starfish Scuba

Thomas L. Twyford Jr.
President
West Palm Beach Fishing Club

Pam Lyons Gromen
Executive Director
Wild Oceans

GEORGIA
Mike Worley

President and CEO
Georgia Wildlife Federation



LOUISIANA

Cynthia Sarthou
Executive Director
Healthy Gulf

MASSACHUSETTS

Wayne Castonguay
Executive Director
Ipswich River Watershed Association

Chuck Anastas
Chairman, Board of Directors
Massachusetts Conservation Voters

Patrick Herron
Executive Director
Mystic River Watershed Association

Carol Danton Carson
President
New England Coastal Wildlife Alliance

Alison Field-Juma
Executive Director
OARS

Rob Moir, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Ocean River Institute

Thomas S. Kirk
Restoration Committee Chair
Red Lily Pond Project Assn., Inc.

MARYLAND

Purcie Bennett-Nickerson
Executive Director

Bennett Nickerson Environmental
Consulting

Chris Moore
Senior Scientist
Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Mark Eustis
Managing Director
Grey Owl Analytics

Kurt R. Schwarz
Conservation Chair
Maryland Ornithological Society

Matt Pluta

Choptank Riverkeeper and Director of
Riverkeeper Programs

ShoreRivers

MAINE

Richard Zack Klyver
Science Director
Blue Planet Strategies

Richard Zack Klyver
President
FLUKES: International Whale Tours

NORTH CAROLINA
John R. Spruill

Director
Spruill Farm Conservation Project



NEW HAMPSHIRE

James Glover
President
NH Animal Rights League

Linda Dionne
President
Voices of Wildlife in NH

NEW JERSEY

Christopher Coyle
Chief Strategy and Revenue Officer
Exocetus Autonomous Systems

Fred Akers
Administrator
Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association

Stephen Meserve
Operator
Lewis Fishery

Heather Fenyk
Board President
Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership

Emile DeVito, Ph.D.
Manager of Science and Stewardship
New Jersey Conservation Foundation

Gregory Remaud
Baykeeper & CEO
NY/NJ Baykeeper

Peter Cangeloso
Captain USCG
NY/NJ Baykeeper

Bill Schultz
Riverkeeper
Raritan Riverkeeper

NEW YORK
Paul L. Sieswerda
President

Gotham Whale

Christine Santora
Assistant Director

Institute for Ocean Conservation Science at

Stony Brook University

Guy Jacob
Conservation Chair
Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club

Brad Sewell
Senior Director, Oceans
Natural Resources Defense Council

Rob Weltner
President
Operation SPLASH

Sean O'Neill
Executive Director
Peconic Baykeeper, Inc.

Peter Topping
Baykeeper
Peconic Baykeeper, Inc.

Paul Gallay
President
Riverkeeper



George Jackman
Senior Habitat Restoration Manager
Riverkeeper

Enrico Nardone
Executive Director
Seatuck Environmental Association

Daniel E. Estrin
General Counsel & Advocacy Director
Waterkeeper Alliance

PENNSYLVANIA

Victoria Laubach
Executive Director
Green Valleys Watershed Association

Harold A. Daub

Executive Director

Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen &
Conservationists

RHODE ISLAND

Meg Kerr
Director of Policy
Audubon Society of RI

John L. Marsland

President

Blackstone River Watershed Council /
Friends of the Blackstone

Greg Gerritt
Administrator
Environmental Council of Rhode Island

Greg Gerritt
Founder and Executive Director
Friends of the Moshassuck

Michael Jarbeau
Narragansett Baykeeper
Save The Bay

Alicia J. Lehrer
Executive Director
Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council

SOUTH CAROLINA

Sara Green
Executive Director
South Carolina Wildlife Federation

VIRGINIA

Thomas A. Miller
Board Member, Legislative Affairs
Friends of the Rivers of Virginia

Mr. James Shelton
Legislative Chair
Richmond Audubon

John J. Bello
Chairman Government Relations Committee
Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Association

WASHINGTON
Michael Gravitz

Director of Policy and Legislation
Marine Conservation Institute



